
 
 

For Immediate Release       Contact: Patrick Kane 
June 16, 2005          517-373-1725 
 

Sen. McManus calls for responsible regulation of wine  
shipments to consumers 

 
LANSING – Banning all direct shipments of wine to Michigan consumers would do more to 
hurt Michigan’s wine industry than it would to protect against underage drinking, said state Sen. 
Michelle McManus, R-Lake Leelanau. 
 
“An outright ban on direct-shipped wine to Michigan consumers will cut our wineries off at the 
knees,” McManus said. “While concerns about protecting our young people are legitimate, there 
is a way for us to responsibly and fairly regulate direct shipments of wine to consumers without 
taking such drastic measures. We must remember that Michigan wineries have been allowed to 
ship their products directly to consumers for more than 30 years, and it has not resulted in 
dramatic increases in underage drinking.” 
 
McManus is developing legislation that would maintain Michigan consumers’ access to direct-
shipped wine while addressing concerns about the collection of sales taxes and keeping wine out 
of the hands of minors. She has assembled a workgroup that includes members of the Liquor 
Control Board, the Michigan Department of Agriculture, retailers, wholesalers and both in-state 
and out-of-state interests to work on the issue. 
 
“Michigan wineries and Michigan consumers deserve fair, responsible and workable wine 
regulation,” said Rep. Howard C. Walker, R-Traverse City. “Michigan’s wineries have been 
shipping their products directly to consumers for decades, and it only makes sense to allow them 
the ability to continue on a limited basis.” 
 
Senate Bill 600, introduced today by Sen. Robert Emerson, D-Flint, would make it illegal for any 
winery to ship directly to Michigan consumers.  
 
“Many small wineries in Southwest Michigan and across the state rely on direct sales either at 
the winery or through direct shipment to consumers for their livelihood,” said Rep. John Proos, 
R-St. Joseph. “At a time when Michigan's economy needs assistance, it is not logical to severely 
restrict this growing industry and the associated tourism and agriculture industries." 
The Supreme Court recently struck down laws in Michigan and New York that allowed in-state 
wineries to ship wine to consumers while banning shipments from outside the state. Michigan 
must now update its laws to comply with the decision. 



 
 
 
“Agricultural tourism is a key industry in northern Michigan and the ability to ship wine that 
might be enjoyed at a family gathering or a tasting room will assist local wineries that provide 
jobs in our communities,” said Rep. Kevin A. Elsenheimer, R-Bellaire. “This industry has roots 
all over the north, and these bills have the potential of creating additional economic development 
opportunities not currently provided for under the law.” 
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